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over the list of nearly every tasteful building, public or pri- 
vate, constructed during the last fifteen years. Who can say 
that, in after centuries, all architectural effects will not be ex- 
pended upon marble, cement and terra-cotta, with wood 
only as a rare and occasional ornament? 
Certainly, unless our fast- failing forests 
are preserved far better than they yet 
have been, other materials than. wood 
will be resorted to from necessity. 
Thereby, in cities, also, the danger of 
fires will be greatly lessened. 

In. New York the Produce Exchange 
was one of the first to make use of 
this material, and the new Herald 
Building is one of the latest. The 
Capitol at Albany is enriched with 
terra-cotta, also the Long Island His- 
torical Rooms, the Metropolitan Opera 
House, the Pension Building in Wash- 
ington, and others of equal or lesser 
note. 

There can be no doubt that the New 
World has entered upon an era in 
which this art industry will find mul- 
tiplied and novel ways for usage. The 
love of the permanent is evidenced in 
the increased size, durability and 
variety of decoration of dwellings 




Among these decorations terra-cotta 
stands as one of the foremost. The ease 
with which it can be made brings it 
within the reach of an increasing num- 
ber of householders, as population mul- 
tiplies. If it has a past, terra-cotta also 
has a more promising future. Original 
forms will grow out of the freedom 
with which it can be modeled, and 
picturesque effects will give greater 
variety to individual taste. By means 
of . the works of the art-artisan, elegant 
culture will be advanced and popular- 
ized, so that from our needs of temper- 
ament and the exigencies of climate and 
our peculiar civilization, will grow a 
greater comprehension of the principles 
of art and a love of its beauties. 



HIGH GRADE CHAIRS. 




hogany, oak, and malachite finish, and are upholstered in 
antique velvet. As will be noted, a decided Chippendale 
feeling is preserved throughout, the designs combining 
great strength of construction with a quaint and delicate 
beauty of line that render these goods 
extremely salable. The originality , of 
•the work is very decided, and, indeed, 
the manufacturers were a little timid 
about putting these chairs on the mar- 
ket ; but we are pleased to say that their 
fears were rapidly dispelled by the fact 
that the goods are being purchased as 
fast as they can be manufactured. It 
is pleasing to see such chaste, refined 
and thoroughly decorative specimens 
meeting with so much success, as it ar- 
gues very strongly in f aVor of the fact 
that the general public is awakening to 
the beauty of truly artistic work. 

DECORATIVE NOTES. 



TO any one in the least susceptible 
to natural beauty, it is not diffi- 
cult to understand the resent- 
ment which some persons feel towards 




any interference with nature. To 
disturb it is to deform it, no doubt; 
but in the interest of cultivation it 
has to be done. Brier, and bracken, 
and yellow gorse must give place to 
rose gardens, apple orchards and fields 
of corn. They, too, are beautiful, not 
the less so that they owe something- to 
the hand of man. It is, after all, a false 
and rather a cowardly sentiment which 
makes us afraid of disturbing what is 
beautiful, when the end is a beauty 
better worth having. 
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New Designs in Chairs 
Simonds Co., 



THE chairs illustrated herewith are 
specimens of a very novel and ar- 
tistic line of high grade chairs 
which is being manufactured by The Stickley & Simonds 
Co., of Syracuse, N. Y. They^ are manufactured in ma- 



IS treatment of a natural type is the 
artist's justification for choosing it. 
Having selected a type, he should 
have no great difficulty in treating it. 
Technical difficulties suggest to him 
fresh expedients in design. And if he 
really belongs to the " natural order " 
of designers, he works with perfect ease 
under all manner of limitations as to space, line, color, and 
soon. The weight of conditions only steadies him. 



, By The Stickley and 
Syracuse, N. Y. 



